MEMOIRS OF THE EMPRESS EUGENIE

scepter again. 'Cacoethes scribendi' ought to have
heen in my armorial hearings.''

After glancing over the first copy of the C&saf
just fresh from the press, he turned to the Empresa
and exclaimed with a smile: "We have two children
now, though you are the mother of only one of them,
and the better one, of course." One of the fond
dreams of his exile was to find the time and health
to revise this Life, of G&sar, and the accomplishment
of this desire was repeatedly pressed upon him by a
famous London publisher who probably saw a com-
mercial profit in the undertaking. But all the Em-
peror 'had in view was to render a good book still
better.

The Emperor did all in his power to bring over to
the Second Empire intellectual France, fully aware
of the important part played in a nation by its
writers, professors, artists and scientists. This was
a difficult task and Napoleon was only partly suc-
cessful in his bold and wise effort. The whole Insti-
tute, and chiefly that section of it known as the
French Academy, formed an almost constant center
of opposition during the Second Empire, though
there were a few short periods of tranquillity, when
the two combatants rested on their arms.

The weapons employed by the members of the
Institute were epigrams and more or less trans-
parent belittling allusions by means of which it
was hoped to undermine the government. The Or-
leanist and clerical element was very powerfully
represented in the different sections of the Institute,
and, by joining force with the republicans, they
managed to domineer, and tried to force on their
colleagues candidates for election who were openly
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